
 

 

WEST KENT  

WI NEWS 
    !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнн 

THE FINAL OF THE ʱʯʰʸ-ʱʯʱʱ WEST KENT FEDERATION DARTS 
TOURNAMENT ʱʳ JUNE ʱʯʱʱ. 

After many delays and hiccups, the remaining four teams met for the semi ýnal /ýnal 
tournament. First out of the hat to play each other were the two teams from Catford WI named 
the Furballs and Sweetpeas. Leaving the Matýeld WI Flights to meet Petts Wood Afternoon 
WI the Spitýres to play each other. 

All teams were very evenly matched, all going to three games. Catford Furballs  was the ýrst 
ýnalist then Petts Wood Afternoon Spitýres beat Matýeld Arrows to that elusive double. 

After a supper break the Furballs  met the Spitýres  to battle it outðagain all went to three 
games, it was all so close. All down to that ýnal double, then well done to Margaret Stiʡ from 
the Spitýres claiming victory for her team with achieving the winning double. 

Our Federation Chair Amanda Breach was delighted to present the winning medals to the 
Spitýres as she is also a member of Petts Wood Afternoon WI and the runners-up medals to 
the Furballsðas displayed above.  

Both Catford teams achieved high scores with Pauline Higgs scoring ʰʱʲ for the Sweetpeas to be 
pipped by Caroline Welch scoring ʰʱʳ for the Furballsðall very exciting stuʡ! 

Many thanks to Matýeld Flights for the loan of a very useful scoring machine, the members of 
Istead Rise Darts team for being supper hostesses and those assisting with the scoring. Also the 
support of the PALS Committee  - without which nothing would happen! 

 

Petts Wood Spitfires 

Runners up Catford Furballs                        
with Petts Wood Spitýres 
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So here we are in August at last. 
As a retired teacher August was always the 
month of rest and recuperation - a whole month 
of no children, lesson planning and marking! 
Absolute bliss!!  

I know that many WIs donôt have meetings in 
August or if they do they are outside and more 
social. So, I hope that you all enjoy a more 
relaxed month. 

 

I have been out and about at the Platinum Tea 
Party, Darts Final, Water Sports Day at Mote 
Park, and the Women in Politics Day. All great 
events organised by the Federation. I must give a 
special thank you to all the members who made 
leaves for our bunting at the tea partyðthey were 
beautiful and will be displayed at the AGM in 
March for all to see.  

 

I know that many of you feel that we should be 
booking events at diʡerent ends of the 
Federation and on Saturdays and we are trying! 
However, as members in the London area know 
halls are diʢcult to ýnd and can be very 
expensive - Saturdays especially. You will notice 
more being oʡered in the Orpington area, which 
has very good rail links. But it is hard to ýnd 
places. If you know of any good halls, please let 
us know as you canôt beat local knowledge! 

 

We have ʱ great Arts and Crafts Annual Days 
coming up in September, along with Great Big 
Green Week (ʱʳ Sept ð ɦ  October), the 
formation of our new Federation Choir and of 
course WI Day on ʰʵ September. A great 
opportunity to get out and shout about the WI 
and what we all love about it!  

 

So, have a restful August everyone and be ready 
for an action-packed September! 

 

Take care  

 

!ḝγḫяι  vịҎγд׃ 

Treasurerôs Corner 
 

 

 

Treasurer training took place in July in what 
turned out to be the hottest days on record! I 
hope the ladies who attended, took away some 
useful information. Some of the ladies had taken 
on the role of Treasurer for their WI to save it 
from closing as no one else would take on the job. 
Be assured that we are here to support those 
ladies and anyone else thinking of taking on any 
oʢcer role. 

All new year subscription and year end accounts 
and reports should by now have been received at 
the Federation oʢce. Thank you to all the 
Treasurers that have completed them. 

Many WIôs do not have meeting in August, so I 
hope you are looking forward to the WI meetings 
for the rest of the year and that membership and 
ýnances are getting back to a more pre-pandemic 
level. 

We intend to run a zoom Treasurer training 
session later in the year on zoom.  Let me know if 
you would be interested and whether you would 
prefer afternoon or evening. I will notify you later 
in the year with possible dates. This will also help 
refresh our memories on completing the year end 
accounts.  

Rita King  

      WHO HAS BEEN VISITING YOUR         
      GARDEN THIS SUMMER?                        
The butterþies have always been moving and never 
given a photo opportunity. However a 
few weeks back we spotted the large 
Privet Hawk Moth camouþaging itself 
against the fence. Then we spotted the 

Jersey Tiger Moth 
(who is also a day time 
þyer) it is quite 
spectacular when its 
wings are open. That would have been 
better camouþaged against a tree!    
Linda Willsð WKN 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

AUGUST                                                                                                
Sat        ʵ     Town Trail    Rochester   

SEPTEMBER                                                                                    
Weds    ʶ          Watercolour workshops    Frittenden 

Thurs    ʷ  Watercolour workshops    Ethel Hunt Lodge 

Fri         ʸ Watercolour workshops     Hextable   

 Fri      ʰʵ WI Day                                                                                

 Sat      ʰʶ Speakers Auditions              Orpington                          

Sat       ʱʳ Septðɦ  October     Great Big Green Week       

Mon      ʱʵ    Bore Place              via Zoom 

Weds   ʱʷ  Art & Craft Annual Days Ditton 

Thurs   ʱʸ Art & Craft Annual Days Ditton 

OCTOBER                                                                                              
Thurs    ʱʶ Whist Day               Sutton Valence 

NOVEMBER                                                                                                           
Tues        ʷ   Christmas Flowers Workshops   Ethel Hunt Lodge 

Weds      ʸ   Christmas Flowers Workshops    Snodland    

 Thurs   ʰʯ  Christmas Flowers Workshops    Frittenden  

 Fri         ʰʰ  Christmas Flowers Workshops   Hextable  

  Sat        ʰʱ   Christmas Flowers Workshops   Orpington 

DECEMBER 

Weds     ʶ All Saints Church                   Maidstone 

     

MEET YOUR  TRUSTEE,  

 ɻʯ SECONDS WITH:-       

Name:     Barbara Bickell    

 WI and WI Credentials:    I joined Petts Wood WI in 
its ýrst year and became Secretary then President. I 
was another who was persuaded by Annette Smith to 
join the Trustees! I am now joint Chair of the 
Lifestyle Team and Vice Chair of the Trustees.                         

Hobbies / Interests:  Anything crafty! I enjoy 
embroidery, patchwork and knitting. I love gardening 
and visiting the many beautiful gardens around the 
South East.                                                                       

Last book read:  The Dry by Jane Harper         

Favourite ýlm:  James Bond ï the Daniel Craig era!      

Music choices:  Very eclectic! Stevie Wonder,          
Daft Punk, Queen, Clean Bandit.                                         

Most memorable holiday:  Of all the holidays I think 
the most memorable was Sri Lanka. We toured 
around and went on several safaris ï it was fantastic 
seeing the wonderful wildlife.                                    

What do you love about the WI:  Itôs the opportunity 
to meet so many interesting people and try out new 
activities.                                                                 

Marmite:  Take it or leave it! 

West Kent Federation is delighted to announce 
that Keeley is expecting her ýrst baby at the end 
of August! She will be on maternity leave from 
mid-August and return to us in January ʱʯʱʲ. 
During this time the oʢce will be open as usual 
with Trustees helping when things get busy! 
Please bear with us if it takes a little bit longer to 
answer your query! 

We all wish Keeley and Jamie, her partner much 
love and best wishes for the future. 

Art & Craft Competition 

Design a Christmas Card for the 
Federation ʱʯʱʱ 

 Following the success of the ʱʯʱʰ West 
Kent Federation Christmas Card 
Competition, we would like you to design 
another one for us to use in ʱʯʱʱ. The 
winning designs will be chosen by the 
Trustees and will be professionally printed.  

Your artwork can be in any media, painted, drawn, 
stitched, etc but must be original, entirely handmade, 
and suitable for reproduction, no computer art will be 
considered. The size of the card must be ʴò x ʁò or ʰʱ.ʴ 
cm by ʰʶ.ʴ cm in portrait or landscape format. To enter 
in the ýrst place, please send a jpeg photograph of your 
card design in medium resolution to the Art & Craft 
Committee at: ArtCraft@wkfwi.org.uk , giving the details 
of how the work was made along with your name and the 
name of your WI by the closing date.  We will ask you to 
send us the original work, of those short listed, for 
further consideration. 

The designs this year do not need to be on a WI theme as 
we would like to make them available to purchase by all 
our members as well as being used by the Trustees. The 
winning designs will each receive a free pack of printed 
cards.  

Original artwork can be returned to you, but copyright in 
the winning designs will remain with the Federation. The 
closing date for card entries is ʱʵ August ʱʯʱʱ.  

AUGUST ʱʯʱʱ FEDERATION     
NOTICEBOARD 
List of Speakers ʱʯʱʱ 
Pages ʱʳ: Please note that Brian DôArcy has now retired 
and no longer wishes to be included as a Speaker. 
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ACWW has published a new Strategy for ʱʯʱʱ-ʱʯʱʵ that launches a new programme 
of development projects ensuring greater community impact for the women most at risk 

of being left behind. 

 

Community Transformation and Grassroots Projects 

Between ʰʸʶʳ and ʰʸʶʶ ACWW began funding small-scale projects in developing countries. The ACWW 
Projects Committee has supported initiatives at grassroots level, providing funding for locally devised, 
women-led development projects ever since. 

This work has been hugely important and made positive impacts in rural communities. However, it is also 
clear that if governmental priorities and international attitudes remain the same, projects alone cannot 
achieve the sustainable changes ACWW members need. This is why ACWW passionately believes that 
development projects and advocacy must be combined. 

In line with experience and global priority ACWWôs future Core Projects will focus on Climate-Smart 
Agriculture, Rural Womenôs Health, and Education and Community Development.  

ACWW will fund fewer Projects each year, but continue annual spending at the same level so there is 
greater investment in each community.  

Visit www.acww.org.uk to see the full Strategy for ʱʯʱʱ-ʱʯʱʵ. 

Sharing of Knowledge and Local Activities 

To strengthen the sharing of knowledge between ACWWôs Member Societies all Societies are invited to 
appoint an ACWW Coordinator.  The Coordinators will receive training and support and have regular 
online meetings with each other, their Area President, and the World President.  This will mean global 
representation and greater communication. 

Coordinators will be assisted in organising local activities, and awareness-raising events, and will be 
encouraged to implement fund-raising activities and organise local Women Walk the World events. 

If you are interested in becoming a Coordinator, or West Kentôs ACWW Representative please contact me 
for the job description and more information.   

Tricia Ashdown 

triciaashdown@yahoo.co.uk 

SHORNE & THONG WI 

Members of Shorne & Thong WI celebrated 
their Centenary in style with a delicious 
strawberry cream tea prepared by the 
committee. In keeping with this special day, 
members wore their best tea dresses to the 
party and raised a glass of sparkling wine to 
the occasion. 

Before tea, ladies enjoyed a þoral 
demonstration by member, Jill Crawley, who 
created two beautiful arrangements of pink roses enhanced by verbena and a variety of 
foliage from her garden. 

Two lucky ladies won the þowers in the raʣe and every member was presented with a 
specially designed canvas bag as a memento of the occasion. 

We are grateful to our founder members for establishing Shorne & Thong WI and are 
doing our best to keep our branch going despite ongoing challenges such as the 
pandemic.   The WI provides a wonderful source of friendship with stimulating speakers 
to enjoy in the centre of our community. 

Juliet Theobald   President 

REMINDER ABOUT NATASHAôS LAW 

Since October ʱʯʱʰ Natashaôs Law has come into force. This means any pre packed food or food for sale has to be 
labelled with name and full ingredient information with the allergens emphasised. 

The West Kent Federation recommends that it would be good practice to label homemade cakes etc. with a list of 
ingredients. Also with the proviso that the food has not been prepared or cooked in an allergen free environment. 
Although this does not apply to WI self catered events. 

For full information please visit www.food.gov.uk/PPDS or MyWI website. 

Barbara Bickellð Chair Lifestyle 

http://www.food.gov.uk/PPDS
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Green Team 
greenteam@wkfwi.org.uk 

 

 

 

The Great Big Green Week runs from ʱʳ September - ɦ  October ʱʯʱʱ and celebrates community action to 
tackle climate change and protect nature.  To mark this West Kent Federation is hosting a Zoom talk on 
Monday ʱʵ September.  We are delighted to welcome Caroline Arnold, the Chief Executive of Bore Place, 
home of the Commonwork Trust near Chiddingstone in West Kent.  Caroline 
will give us a brief history of Bore Place and the creation of the Commonwork 
Trust by Neil & Jenifer Wates, whose vision was to explore how to live and 
work sustainably and reduce our impact on our planet.  These values still run 
true today and Caroline will highlight how they have been incorporated into 
the running of Bore Place which has an organic dairy farm and market garden 
at its core.  Also a key facet of Bore Place is its role in education, aiming to help 
us explore our impact on the environment and to think about the decisions we 
make in our everyday lives and how making the right choices can help us all to 
lead more sustainable lives.  

Caroline has a passion for all things environmental and will share with us why we need to reconnect with 
nature for our own well-being as well as the planet. She is sure to inspire us, so sign up now and join us to 
hear Caroline on Monday ʱʵ September at ʶ.ʲʯpm - everyone is invited! This Zoom will be Ãʱ, secure your 
place via Trybooking: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BTTW 

WALDERSLADE WI ʵʯTH BIRTHDAY  

Our ýrst meeting was held on ʵ April ʰʸʵʱ at Walderslade 
Secondary School for Girls and to celebrate the past sixty years 
members and visitors were treated to a buʡet meal and birthday 
cake.  

We were joined by two members from Greenslade WI, Rainham 
WI and Bredhurst WI, together with Wendy Keast our WI 
Advisor,  Jane Backshall Past Federation Chairman and Rosemary 
Tidby past President.  

We began our evening by singing Jerusalem with ʰʴ members of 
The East Kent Chorus, an a cappella group, who then entertained 
us with a delightful selection of songs,  some including the 
audience.  

Each member and guest left with a 
gift of chocolate and wild þower 
seeds.  

Maureen Creed  President  

IGHTHAM WIôs  

July Garden meeting at a member's 
garden, when ʲʸ attended plus two 
on Zoom - a delicious supper was 
provided by the committee and a quiz 
based on members earlier lives 
caused a lot of 
laughter.                  Mary Allwood 
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HOLLINGBOURNE WI                                                                                                             
Saturday ʰʰ June dawned dry and sunny for the Hollingbourne Annual Village F°te, the theme this year 
being the Reign of HM Queen Elizabeth II.  Several members helped decorate our, ever popular, Hook-a-
Duck stall with þags, balloons, photographs of villagers and village events over 
the past ʶʯ years and, of course, toy ducks.   After a very busy afternoon, with 

children (and some adults) trying to hook the 
highest numbered ducks, we were awarded First 
Prize for the Best Decorated Stall, a ýtting 
reward for all the hard work put in by our very 

supportive members. 
Oh, and we even made a proýt this year !     

         
Barbara Gibbs, Joint President 


